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Begi nning Ad
After

A Holy Pilgrimage

Liturgical

By St. Francis. Concelebrated b ments.
Year Debbie Hovanasian Fr. Chris and Deacon John an _ .
Calendar said in Italian by the local pas- In San Giovanni Rotondo

St. FrancisCanticle Staff Writer . ‘e Mass was one highligh and later in Pietrelcina, we
As the Advent wreath takes its of a trip. The beauty of the ba- learned more about St. Padre
place of honor on the altar of St. sjlica, the reverence, the mag- Pio, the Italian Capuchin
Francis, symbolizing our expec- nificent choir, the blending of friar who endured the pain
tation and preparation for the  clergy, religious and lay people of stigmata for over 50
birth of Christ, those from St. ~ from all over the world and the years, read minds in the con-
Francis who recently took part ir feeling that we are indeed one fessional, and was bi
a 10Gday pilgrimage to Italy are global church were awe locationali in two places at
likely to experience the season inspiring. once. Revered by the Ital-
a yith 4 Yeéper spirituality. ians for decades, St. Padre
In Loreto, we attended Mass i Pio became more widely
the Holy House of Loreto, the known upon his 2002 can-
Pilgrimages, Father Chris Casey Nazareth home of Our Lady  onization by Pope John Paul
and Deacon John Hunt, the pil- preserved within a beautiful  1l, who often went to Padre
grimage proved to be a unique marble shrine. Historic record: Pio for confession.
blend of faith building, spiritual indicate that in 1294 the Angel
healing, awe, bonding and fun. family saved the stones of the Special moments in San

We are in the
Season of Advent
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Advent comes from the
Latin word adventur,
which means
How will you prepare for
the arival of Jesus? Led by Corrinne Grise of Holy

Z Reconcile- use this
preparation time to
examine your con-
science and experi-
encerenewal through

the sacrament of
Confession.

Reflect- on the
meaning of Christmals
through the Eucha-
rist.
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More importantly, it presented a Holy House from destruction b Giovanni were Mass at the
chance to immerse oneself in thi the Moslems, and transported tomb of St. Padre Pio, cele-
life of Christ and the saints. them by ship to Loreto for re- brated by Fr. Chris and Dea-
building. We touched the con John, seeing the cross
Beginning with a threglay stay stones, knowing that the Holy from which Padre Pio re-
in the ancient village of Assisi, Family may have done the sar ceived the stigmata, receiv-
we walked the same streets and in the first century. ing a blessing from Fr. Chris
stood in the square where St. wi t h
Francis, our patron saint, shed h In Lanciano, we observed the brown fingerless gloves, and
wealth to begin the Franciscan first Eucharistic Miracle. Tak- venerating a small cross that
order in the 18 century. We saw ing place in the Bcentury, as a Padre Pio once kissed and
the San Damiano cross from  divine response to a Basilian slept with each night.
which God said to St. Francis: monkd6s doubt a
iGo and repair Presence, the hostwas chang In Pietrelcina, we toured his

agulated blood in an enclosed touched by time and which

Pastords 2 ua gou can see, is falling into  to live flesh and the wine birthplace and relished the
Scripture Study 3 ruins.” And we prayed atthe  changed into live blood. Toda beauty and serenity of this
Sootiant 1 tombs of St. Francis and St. the hostflesh is displayed in a little Italian village that
potiig Clare. silver ostensorium and the co- seems to have been un-
5
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Christmas

On All Saints Day, we attended rock crystal chalice, each au-
Mass at the imposing Basilica of thenticated by scientific experi:

one of St
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