SAINT FRANCIS PARISH, DRACUT, MASSACHUSETTS 01826-0609

Saturday, October 10
9:00am Richard L. & Frances E. Gerst (Memorial)
4:00pm Mr. & Mrs. Peter Letendre (Anniversary)

Sunday, October 11

8:00am George Ramsey (Month’s Mind)
10:00am Beatrice Taylor (2™ Anniversary)
11:30am Rita Smith (Memorial)

5:00pm

Monday, October 12
9:00am

Tuesday, October 13
9:00am

Wednesday, October 14
9:00am Ralph E. McGrath (Month’s Mind)

Thursday, October 15
9:00am Madeline Libera (Memorial)

Friday, October 16
9:00am

Saturday, October 17
9:00am Irene Falcon & Silva Family (Memorial)
4:00pm Avery & Elizabeth Phillips (Memorial)

Sunday, October 18

8:00am Francis & Marjorie Cahill (Memorial)
10:00am Elizabeth Higgason & Catherine Metivier
11:30am Lionel Benoit (13" Anniversary)

5:00pm John Talty (1% Anniversary)

Weekly Offertory
October 4, 2009

OFFERTORY: $8,287
CPL: $3,643
MORTGAGE: $885
ONLINE GIVING: $650

The second collection next weekend is for the Missions.

Thank you for your generosity!

VIRTUS Training i
.On Saturday, October 24th we will be having a VIRTUS.
iTraining at 12pm. All new volunteers who have completed;
ia CORI form must attend this one time session. If you have;
itaken this class, you do not need to attend. The class lasts|
ifor 3 hours and is free of charge. Please call the office to
isign up or email nmandarini@saintfrancis.net - space is;
limited. If you are unable to attend on the 24", St.
iMarguerite Parish will be having a VIRTUS Training in;
itheir Church Hall on Tuesday, Oct 20th from 6:30 to;
19:30pm. Please call St. Marguerite Parish @ 978-957-0322;
to sign up. |
SUNDAY TV MASS
On Sunday, October 25, Fr. Chris will celebrate the TV
Mass on Channel 7 at 7AM. We want to invite
approximately 12 people from each parish to attend this
liturgy, followed by breakfast on the way home. It is an
early start to the day — we leave by 5:45, but it is a great
experience. If you are interested in joining us, you can email
NMandarini@saintfrancis.net or call Nancy at the Parish
Office to register.

RCIA
RCIA will begin on Sunday, October 18 with the 10am
Mass and a meeting to follow at 11am. RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults) is for any adults who wish to
make their Confirmation or be baptized in the Catholic faith.
Want more information? Call the Parish Office at (978)
452-6611 to find out more or to sign up.

5 Attention: All Parish Volunteers i
iIn keeping with the Archdiocesan policy for annual;
ibackground checks, all staff and volunteers must complete.
the annual C.O.R.1. (Criminal Offender Record Information);
‘form. Please visit the Parish Office with your driver’s;
'Ilcense to complete the 2009-2010 C.O.R.I. form. If you
'have any questions, please call the office and ask for Nancy,
ior email nmandarini@saintfrancis.net. Thank you! |

Bread and Wine Donation

We invite parishioners to donate the Bread and Wine for
consecration at all Masses for a given week. This can be a
personal donation or in memory of someone. The person
donating or person(s) remembered will be listed in the
bulletin on the weekend and will cover all Masses for that
week. Suggested offering for this gift is $50. Please call the
Parish Office to schedule this special memorial.

; ARISE Together in Christ

" There is still time to join an ARISE small faith-sharing

. group. Many days and times are available. Call the Parish

- Office for more details and to sign up at (978) 452-6611.
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From Fr. Bob
H1N1, THE FLU SEASON AND GOING TO CHURCH:
With the concern we all have about the upcoming flu season,
we want to remind everyone of the importance of being
careful and exercising common sense. If you have any
symptoms, please don’t receive from the cup. If you are not
feeling well with flu-like symptoms, it may be better to stay
home and avoid the crowd and spreading any infection. As
far as the Kiss of Peace is concerned, it is important to be
sensitive and understanding to the persons around you if
they do not want to shake hands. An acknowledgment by
nodding and wishing peace is appropriate. You may want to
shake hands, but be aware others may not. As we enter this
difficult time, we want to keep everyone as healthy as

possible. Thank you all for understanding.
Fr. Bob

Upcoming Meetings
=

. Tuesday, October 13: Grade 2 Parent Meeting, 7:15pm |
- Tuesday, October 13: St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, 7pm !
Wed., October 14: Baptismal Preparation Class, 7:30pm
Wed., October 14: Bereavement Support Group, 7pm

Sunday, October 18: Widow & Widowers Group, 2-4pm |
Tuesday, October 20: Pastoral Council Meeting, 7pm

5" Grade Religious Education Teacher Needed!
Would you like to share your love of God and Church with
our younger parishioners? We are in need of a 5" grade
Religious Education teacher at 4pm on Mondays. Please call
Dawn in the Religious Ed office if you are interested at
(978) 453-4460!

“Choose Life” License Plate
In 1996, a county commissioner in Florida had an idea to
create a license plate to raise funds and awareness in support
of women in crisis pregnancies who could commit to having
their babies and placing them for adoption rather than opting
for abortion. The “Choose Life” license plate is the best
selling specialty plate released in Florida since 1998. This
may be our last chance to make “Choose Life” a reality in
MA. We need your help to obtain 214 more registrations
in MA by Oct 31*'! If you are interested, log on to
http://www.machoose-life.org/index.htm for a registration
form and contact Joanna Bazzinotti, St. Francis coordinator,
at (978) 835-5167 or abazzinotti@hotmail.com. Sign up
now!

Thank You, Bakers!
Due to your generous response, we have reaped a "bountiful
harvest" of fudge ingredients -- enough to make 75 pounds
of fudge for the Harvest Festival! We are grateful for your
support. Thank you for always coming through for us
whenever we ask!

- Men’s Spirituality Breakfast

7

. All men 18 and older are welcome to join us on Saturday,

. October 17" at 7:30am for the Men’s Breakfast in the
Parish Hall. Our morning includes a tasty breakfast, prayer,
. a speaker and wonderful fellowship. Bring a friend and join
| us!

So Rest in Peace

Mary Diamond,
Mother of Janet, Robert, Michael and Steven
Diamond and Barbara Bartlett

A "Souper" Thank You!
Thanks to your "souper" generosity, the soup shelf at the
Dracut Food Pantry was fully stocked for the September
opening. Your many donations were timely, since a record
number of people (119 families) came by for help. Whether
you donated a case or a can of soup -- or any other item --
your kindness is most appreciated by the board of the
directors, volunteers, and the families we serve. Thank you
for making a difference.

ofores/.

NEW 8t. Francis Parish Ultreya

St. Francis is thrilled to begin offering an Ultreya for all
Cursillistas on the last Friday of each month. Our first
Ultreya will be held on Friday, October 30 from 7-
8:30pm. Our time together will include evening prayer in
the church, light refreshments, music, a speaker, reflection
and prayer. We hope you will join us for this uplifting
evening! Questions? Contact the church office at (978)
452-6611. De Colores!
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Live Well With LGH
Heart Disease is the number one killer of both men and
women in the United States. Do you know what your risk
is? A complete cardiovascular screening is offered on the
second Wednesday of every month. This will include a
full cholesterol panel, blood sugar, blood pressure,
peripheral arterial disease testing, body fat percentage and
BMI. This information will be given to all participants along
with a consultation with a cardiac nurse to explain your risks
of heart disease. A fee of $25 is required to cover the costs
of materials. Call 1-877-LGH-WELL (877-544-9355) to
register.

World Mission Sunday
World Mission Sunday is just one week away! We are all
missionaries. Do you know the date of your Baptism? On
that day, you became a missionary, called by our Lord to

Church’s mission to the world. Jesus Himself directed His
followers to go into the whole world and proclaim His
Gospel—the “Good News” of His love for us—to all
peoples (Mark 16:15). That mission is now directed to each
one of us.

On World Mission Sunday, we have the opportunity to be
part of the Church’s missionary work in Asia, Africa, Latin
America and the Pacific Islands through our prayers and
support offered to the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith.

Just as our young church here in the United States received
support in the 19™ century from the Catholics of Europe
through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, so too
the growing churches in the Developing World today also
require financial help. Your generosity will help make a
faith-filled difference around the world! Please give what

St. Vincent de Paul
In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “Go, sell what you have, and
give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then,
come follow me.”
Have you considered answering the call to serve the poor
by donating to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul? Our
collection box is in the foyer. God bless you for your
generosity.

Feeling stressed and need to rest?
JoinusatSt . Andrew’s on 45 Ta
Billerica for the Novena in honor of Our Lady of Lourdes.
The Novena will be held on the first Friday of the month
at 7pm. We will have the recitation of the Rosary followed
by the Novena which will include Exposition of the Most
Blessed Sacrament. Please join us to pray and rest before
the Lord in adoration. Our next evening will be held on
November 6"

Evening 6 Prayer and Reflection

AN
ALove Changes
St. Therese of Lisieux

Eve
Monday, October 26"
7:00 PM
Followed by hospitality in the church hall

JOIN US!

Chi l

drenods

Liturgy

Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word will resume on Sunday,
October 18™ at the 10am Mass! Children ages 4 and older
are welcome to come downstairs to the Parish Hall for the
readings and to hear the Gospel and a homily geared
especially for them! There will be music and songs, too!
Parents, if you are looking for a way to get involved with
this ministry, volunteers are needed. We are looking for
leaders and parent helpers. For more information, please
contact Christi Dignam at (978) 683-0946 or
chiristidignam@verizon.net. Thank you!

A MASS OF HEALING & REMEMBRANCE
Sunday, October 25, 2009 - 3:00 PM
A Mass of Healing and Remembrance will be offered
by Fr. Terrence O'Connell, OMI, at the Shrine of Saint
Joseph the Worker, 37 Lee Street, Lowell, MA
01852, for all whose life has been touched through the
loss of a child. We pray for those who lost a child by

| Pndarriayev. estill birth ... &b6rfioh h sudden infant

death syndrome ... or death of a child at a young age.
The Mass will be preceded by confessions at 2:15
PM. The Sacramental anointing of the sick will be
celebrated after Mass. All are invited to this special
time of prayer for healing.

of
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Sacraments

Baptism: Please call the parish office to make arrangements.
Marriage: Contact one of the parish priests at least six months in
advance.

Eucharistic Adoration
Mondays 9:30 AM-6:30PM

Contemplative Prayer Group

Men and women are invited to join the contemplative prayer group
at 7pm on Wednesday nights in the Annex. Come every week
or once a month

Rosary
The Rosary is prayed Monday — Friday at 8:30 AM.

Pastoral Care of the Sick & Homebound
Please notify the parish office when parishioners are homebound,
in extended care facilities, or are admitted to the hospital.

Parish Nurses
Call Louise at 978-454-7970.

Prayer Line
Call Barbara at 978-937-0239 or Pat at 978-685-1137, also online
at www.saintfrancis.net/prayerline.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Meeting in the Parish Hall every Saturday at 8:00 PM.

Bereavement Support
Meets second & fourth Wednesdays of each month at 7:00 PM.
Please call Louise Daigle at 978-454-7970.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Call the Parish Office at 978-452-6611.

Spiritual Direction
If you are interested in spiritual direction, call the parish office at
978-452-6611 or Marcy at 978-458-9715.

Parish Pastoral Council

Anthony Bazzinotti 978-441-2783 abazzinotti@hotmail.com
Richard Blanchette (co-chair) richrlb@comcast.net
Christiann Dignam (978) 683-0946 christidigham@verizon.net
John Farren 978-275-2821 farren4ma@aol.com

Deacon John Hunt 978-452-6611

Robert Leger rsleger@hotmail.com

Jim Long jim@easternindustries.com

Kathy Long 978-452-6611 klong@saintfrancis.net

Pam Lupien 978-446-1484 pjlup@comcast.net

Carole McGuane jcmcquane@comcast.net

Don Piche ddpiche@comcast.net

Mark Riopelle 978-683-7180 mijlove2win@comcast.net
Wade Sauls 781-652-0037 wsauls@saulslaw.net

Beth Schroth phriend32@yahoo.com

Sharon Smart (978) 851-0501 smart.sharon@comcast.net
David Sullivan sull93@hotmail.com

Kathryn Wasylak (978) 453-4423 katew453@comcast.net

Ann Bowden 978-957-7468 zarechian@comcast.net

Luke Bennett, Youth Representative dblcbennett@comcast.net
Sharon Chelton (978) 452-6611 schelton@saintfrancis.net

Fr. Bob Connors (978) 452-6611 rlconnors@comcast.net

Fr. Chris Casey (978) 452-6611 christopher.j.casey@verizon.net
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