
SAINT FRANCIS, DRACUT, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Weekly Offertory  
February 10, 2008 

 

OFFERTORY:  $8,796 

PETERôS PENCE:  $2,797 
 

The second collection this weekend is for the  

Monthly Mortgage. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Book of Intentions  
We now have a Book of Intentions available for you in 

which to write your personal intentions.  Please include 

yours so that we may pray for them as a community and lift 

them up in prayer each week at Sunday Mass during the 

Prayers of the Faithful.  The book will be located at the front 

of the church near the Tabernacle.   
 

2007 Tax Letters  
Receipts for offertory deductions for the calendar year 2007 

are now available.  Please come to the parish office to pick 

up your receipt or call us at 978-452-6611.  As always, thank 

you for supporting St. Francis! 

We remind you that beginning in 2007, parishioners who 

itemize deductions on Schedule A of their tax returns will no 

longer be able to deduct contributions to the parish unless 

they maintain a bank record or receive a written contribution 

statement from the parish.  Cash contributions that are NOT 

in a parish envelope cannot be tracked by the parish and 

will not be included in the year-end contribution statement. 

To ensure tax deductibility for 2008 contributions to our 

parish, the following payment methods are recommended: 

1. Use of the parish envelopes provided to you by the 

parish 

2. Written check made payable to the parish 

3. Direct deposit from your bank account 

4. Payroll deduction 

Please note:  we will make every effort to record your check 

made out to the parish that is placed in the offertory basket.  

To ensure that you will have an accurate amount on your 

year-end statement, we encourage you to use the parish 

offertory envelopes.  If you have forgotten your envelope or 

you do not have parish envelopes, visitor envelopes are 

available in the lobby every weekend.   
 

Lent:  On  the Journey Together in Christ  

 
For this Lenten retreat moment, there will be three evenings 

of prayer and reflection on February 25-26-27 at 7pm at St. 

Francis.  The retreat will be repeated the following week at 

Ste. Marguerite dôYouville Parish on the same weeknights.  

This gives you two opportunities to spend a few minutes 

with the Lord during Lent.  Our reflection for the evening 

will be given by Fr. Bob on Monday, Fr. Chris on Tuesday 

and by Catherine R. Seeley, M.A., who is the 

Vice President of Mission and Ethics for Saints Medical 

Center on Wednesday.  It promises to be a very prayerful 

eventðwe hope you will join us! 
 

Please Noteé 
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, February 18 

in observance of Presidentsô Day.  In addition, there will be 

no Adoration on that day.   
 

 
 

Saturday, February 16 

9:00am  Dr. Donald Stickney (Memorial) 

4:00pm  James McKeon (4
th
 Anniversary) 

 

Sunday, February 17 

8:00am  John & Druscilla Holloway (Memorial) 

10:00am  Philippe & Alma Morin (Memorial) 

11:30am  Leon Peloquin (Memorial) 

7:00pm  Margaret Sullivan (Memorial) 

 

Monday, February 18 

6:30am  Maureen Kohanski (4
th
 Anniversary) 

9:00am Ernest, Donald & Raymond Verville 

(Memorial) 

 

Tuesday, February 19 

6:30am 

9:00am Roy Alcini (8
th
 Anniversary) 

 

Wednesday, February 20 

6:30am 

9:00am Joseph Craven (Memorial) 

 

Thursday, February 21 

6:30am 

9:00am 

 

Friday, February 22 

6:30am 

9:00am Edward LeClair (1
st
 Anniversary) 

 

Saturday, February 23 

9:00am Caleb & Jane Holloway (Memorial) 

4:00pm Daniel Godfroy (15
th
 Anniversary) 

 

Sunday, February 24 

8:00am Claire Hall (14
th
 Anniversary) 

10:00am Fr. Ted Saja (9
th
 Anniversary) 

11:30am Mr. & Mrs. Armand Rocheville 

(Memorial) 

7:00pm For the parishioners of St. Francis 



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

A Note from Fr. Bob 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY BEST:  In the wake of the 

pending end of the Saturday 7PM Liturgy at Ste. Marguerite, 

due to the status of our senior priests as well as guidelines 

from the Archdiocese to have only one Saturday anticipation 

Liturgy, there has been some ñtalkò around that this might 

impact the Sunday evening liturgy at St. Francis.  This is not 

so.  There is no discussion in any venue (but the rumors) on 

stopping that liturgy.  We will  have a Sunday evening 

liturgy.  There has been some concern raised that our 

Confirmation Program could be more effective if the Liturgy 

were earlier, so that both liturgy and class would give 

students some night time for preparing for Monday class.  

Also, younger families find the Sunday evening liturgy 

attractive, but are discouraged because it ends much too late 

to bring smaller children the evening before school.  As a 

result of this, and other suggestions, the Parish Council will 

discuss the possibility and value of moving the time of the 

liturgy up to either 5 or 6PM.  Prior to the PPC meeting in 

another week, please contact any PPC members with your 

thoughts.   

-Fr. Bob 
 

 
 

Marie Clermont,  

Wife of Maurice Clermont; Mother of  

Christopher Clermont 
 

Helen Goyette, 

Wife of Albert Goyette; Mother of William, John, 

James and David Goyette & Regina Rose 
 

Maurice Marquis,  

Uncle of Jeanne Wagner 

 

Prayer Partners Needed! 
We are looking for married couples in the parish who would 

be willing to pray for our engaged couples participating in 

our upcoming Marriage Preparation Program.  We will ask 

that your pray in a special way for an assigned couple as 

they go through their course, do a special sacrifice for them, 

and invite you to join us at the closing prayer service of our 

program to meet ñyourò couple.  For more information or to 

sign up, please call Jessica Smith in the Parish Office 

(evenings only) at (978) 452-6611.  Please consider helping 

us with this beautiful ministry!   
 

-Vacation Bible School is coming!  
Save the date for  
July 14

th
, 2008!- 

Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word 

 
Children ages 4 through 5

th
 grade are welcome to join us 

today, Sunday, Feb. 17th and Feb. 24 for the Childrenôs 

Liturgy of the Word.  The children will be invited 

downstairs at the start of the Liturgy of the Word to have 

readings and reflections that are geared for their age.  We 

hope you will join us!   
 

Friends of the Dracut Food Pantry  
In order to provide generously to the increasing number of 

people visiting the Dracut Food Pantry on a monthly basis, 

the board of directors is launching "Friends of the Dracut 

Food Pantry."   Those interested in helping to keep the 

pantry stocked with the most needed items simply sign up as 

part of an email distribution.  Each month the "friends" will 

receive an email detailing what is most needed.  When 

possible, they are asked to drop off one or more of those 

items at the Dracut Central Fire Station prior to the opening 

of the pantry.   This program will supplement our regular 

food drives during the year.  To become a friend, please 

email friendsdfp@comcast.net.  For more information, see 

any of the St. Francis representatives on the board of 

directors:  Jim O'Loughlin, Jim Carr and Debbie 

Hovanasian.  Thank you! 
 

Letõs think òSUMMERó! 

 
A parish family camping trip is being planned for a summer 

weekend at the end of July at a campground in NH.  

Planning is in its preliminary stages, and we are trying to see 

how many interested families we may have.  Please e-mail 

Maryanne Gauthier at cricketclan@comcast.net if you are 

interested!   
 

ACTS Retreats 
You are invited to attend the upcoming menôs ACTS retreat 

(March 6-9, 2008) and womenôs ACTS retreat (April 17 -

19, 2008) to be held at the Franciscan Center in Andover.   

The retreat begins on Thursday evening and ends with Mass 

on Sunday.  Talks and activities during the retreat focus on 

Adoration, Community, Theology and Service, from which 

the ACTS acronym is derived.  Open your heart.  Be 

renewed, refreshed and filled by the Spirit of Christ.  Come 

join us where faith, love, hope and fellowship is in abundant 

supply.  Registration forms will be available downstairs in 

the lobby of the church or for more information, please 

contact Tony Bazzinotti at 978-835-2995. 
 

mailto:friendsdfp@comcast.net
mailto:cricketclan@comcast.net


FEBRUARY 17, 2008 
 

Menôs Retreat 

The men of St. Francis Parish are invited to spend a weekend 

of reflection and renewal at Calvary Retreat Center in 

Shrewsbury, MA on the weekend of March 14-16, 2008.  

The programôs purpose is to set a time and place to renew 

our spiritual life and strengthen our resources for doing this.  

The weekend includes presentations, prayer services, free 

time and Sunday liturgy.  Optional workshops on practical 

areas of family, emotional and faith life are included.  The 

retreat begins with 6:30pm supper on Friday and concludes 

at noon on Sunday.  Call Bob Leger at 978-683-5631 or 

Steve Thompson at 978-686-8621 for more information.   
 

25th and 50th Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Sean Cardinal OôMalley, O.F.M. Cap. invites all couples of 

the Archdiocese of Boston who are marking their 25
th
 and 

50
th
 wedding anniversaries in 2008 to join him for the 

annual celebration at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 

Sunday, April 13 at an 11:30am Mass.  Mass will 

include a renewal of marriage vows by all participating 

anniversary couples.  Family members and friends of the 

participating couples, as well as the general public, are 

welcome to attend.  Please register with the parish staff by 

March 28, 2008 if you are celebrating your 25
th
 or 50

th
 

wedding anniversary and would like to attend this 

celebration.  A formal invitation will then be sent from the 

Archdiocese to celebrating couples.   
 

St. Vincent de Paul  
In the Gospel, Jesus is transfigured and a voice from 

heaven said, ñThis is my beloved son, with whom I am 

well pleased.  Listen to him.ò   

Do we listen to Jesus when he asks us to take care of 

our brothers and sisters who are suffering?  Your gift 

in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the poor 

to celebrate the grace of Godôs love this Easter.   
 

St. Francis Menõs Spirituality Breakfast 
Our next menôs breakfast will be held on Saturday, 

February 23 at 7:30am.  Our guest speaker will be Mr. 

Andreas Widmer, former Vatican Swiss Guard to Pope 

John Paul II.  Andreas will speak on his work at the 

Vatican and will also speak on Pope John Paul II.  Mass 

will follow at 9am.  Join us!   
 

Consecrated Life  
As part of the celebration of the 200

th
 Anniversary of the 

Archdiocese, the month of February is dedicated to 

Consecrated Life.  Throughout this month, religious 

communities cordially invite you to pray with them as we 

celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the Archdiocese of 

Boston.  Let us pray in gratitude for all the religious 

communities that are a part of the history of this 

Archdiocese.  For a full schedule, go to 

www.Boston200.org.  

Watch Us Grow! 
Our Grand Annual drive continues!  We are more than 

halfway to our goal, and still need your generosity to help us 

reach it.  To date, our total for the Grand Annual is 

$62,365 and our goal is $80,000.  Keep your eye on the 

thermometer of our progress in the church foyer!  You may 

place your envelope in the offertory basket at any time or 

bring it into our parish office.  Thank you for your support! 
 

St. Francis Scholarship  

Applications for the St. Francis Scholarship in memory of 

Angelos D. Sakellarios and Gertrude E. Sakellarios are now 

available in the Parish Office.  Two $1,000 scholarships will 

be awarded to high school seniors who satisfy eligibility and 

evaluation criteria developed by the St. Francis Scholarship 

committee.  The completed application packets should be 

returned to the office no later than April 15, 2008.  

Eligibility :  The applicant must be a registered and 

confirmed member of St. Francis Parish, a graduating high 

school senior and accepted to or pending acceptance in an 

accredited post secondary school. 
 

 
Parish Party  

Our annual St. Patrickôs Day Party will be held on 

Saturday, March 15
th

 from 7:30-11:30pm at the St. 

Theresa Church Hall on the grounds of Ste. Marguerite 

DôYouville Parish on Lakeview Avenue in Dracut.  

Because our AA meetings are held here on Saturday nights 

and are vitally important to the livelihood of many, we did 

not want to cancel the meeting two weeks in a row.  The 

weekend after this will already be time for our Easter Vigil 

and Alleluia Party, which means AA will not be able to hold 

their meeting then.  St. Marguerite was very generous in 

offering their space for our festivities, and we were happy to 

accept! Tickets are $10 and will go on sale soonðwatch the 

bulletin for more details!   
 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization fortified by its past 

and driven by its goals for the future.  Itôs through these five 
areas of serviceðfaith, community, family, youth and 
fellowshipðthat we truly make a difference.  Our Local 

Chapter has donated time and money to projects and 
organizations including:  local food pantries, holiday food 
baskets, Santa visits to local hospitals, nursing homes and 

shelters for homeless mothers, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
local boy scout troops and many others.  We are looking for 

Catholic men who have the desire to promote their faith while 
serving the Body of Christ.  If you are interested, please e-mail 
Dracut_mccauley@comcast.net or ed_gertz@verizon.net.   
 

http://www.boston200.org/

